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Abstract:

In this article, the current image of democracy, beliefs, and political participation
among young people have been carefully studied. It can be considered as a feature of the
research that male and female representatives aged 16-34 were selected as social
representatives of the Mongolian youth. The research team concluded that the advantage of
the research method used in this article is that it facilitated the collection of data on the level
of trust in democracy and politics among young people from many sectors of society by age
and educational level, and revealed the problems faced by young people in the employment
sector. However, since the number of respondents is limited in scope, our research cannot
represent the interests of all young people in Mongolia, but it can be considered sufficient to
observe the general attitude of young people.

Keywords: Democracy, Youths, Rights

Methodology

Our research’s goal is to evaluate Mongolian youths’ attitudes towards the current
democratic government of Mongolia. It also aims to determine which factors influence
Mongolian youth, which we have defined as being between the ages of 16 and 34, in relation
to how they view their government, their ability to influence government actions, and their
attitudes towards different forms of government. This section will focus on how our team
conducted data collection, how we selected participants, and the number of participants
required for our research to be deemed satisfactory. It also discusses the limitations of our
research, as well as the process in which our data collection was reviewed and interpreted.
The methods described in this section should be considered while discussing the results of
our research.

Approach

As previously described, our research’s primary aim is to collect and evaluate attitudes
of Mongolian youth. Therefore, our approach was primarily qualitative in nature, with our
research’s main interest being participants’ perceptions of the current state of Mongolia’s
democracy. Our research also incorporates aspects of quantitative research, as we are able to
categorize our responses into percentages and absolute responses received. Blending both
guantitative and qualitative research methods allows us to reach a comprehensive
understanding of the responses.
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Our first step was to decide which type of data collection we should use. A survey
was the most logical approach for collecting large amounts of raw data, which could then be
organized and analyzed further. Our team initially determined that a goal of five hundred
responses from Mongolian youth would be sufficient, and realistic, for our research. We
wanted to avoid setting a sample size that was too high, as we wanted to make sure that each
survey response we collected was checked through in detail, and a sample size larger than
five hundred would hinder this. At the same time, we needed a sample size large enough that
could provide us with results that were representative of the Mongolian youth population.
Ultimately, it was decided that five hundred participants would take our survey.

Our research team then decided that although a survey provided general trends and
viewpoints of Mongolian youth concerning democracy, we wanted to go further in-depth and
analyze individual perspectives. We concluded that focus group interviews would be the most
logical next step, as we could specifically interview small groups of Mongolian youth and
pinpoint the trends we noticed from our survey responses. For example, if our survey results
indicated that Mongolian youth held strongly positive opinions concerning Mongolian
democracy, we could use the focus group interviews to delve deeper into the reasoning
behind these opinions. It was decided to interview twelve Mongolian youth, each
representing different identities that included age, gender, ethnic group, etc. The goal to
include different identities was to prevent marginalized communities from being excluded.

Data Collection

Our team distributed the survey through several mediums, including social media,
targeted emails, and paper-based surveys at Mongolian youth seminars in Ulaanbaatar. Our
surveys included preliminary questions, such as asking for age and location, and excluded
any identifying information to ensure the participants’ personal anonymity. The surveys
contain questions related to general sentiments concerning youth’s confidence of Mongolian
democracy, levels of political engagement, perspectives on media freedom, and other general
questions about political satisfaction with regards to Mongolian democracy. The questions
asked in the survey will be included later in this article.

Our focus group interviews and discussions placed a focus on equal representation
across a number of identities. Our team felt it was important to include perspectives from
backgrounds that might be underrepresented in national political discussions. Therefore, from
the twelve participants interviewed, we purposefully selected six men and six women in order
to reflect gender equality. Additionally, we ensured that four participants were between the
ages of 16 and 21, four participants were between the ages of 22 and 27, and four participants
were between the ages of 28 and 34. Our research also took into account the rural-urban
divide of the country, with six of the participants being from Ulaanbaatar, and six being from
rural aimags (provinces) across Mongolia. Finally, we wanted to represent ethnic minority
groups, with three of our participants identifying as ethnic minorities (in comparison to the
rest identifying as Khalkha, which constitutes around 80% of Mongolia’s population).

We divided the twelve participants into two groups of six, with one interview session
being held during the weekday and one during the weekend. Our reasoning for these two
groups was to provide convenience in scheduling interviews for the participants. The
interviews were moderated and conducted in Mongolian, and then transcribed into English to
analyze the results. The participants were not compensated for their attendance, and this was
done completely voluntarily and confidentially.

After our data from the survey was collected, our team uploaded the raw data from the
responses into SPSS, where the data was analyzed. Our interview data was analyzed
qualitatively, with each response being marked or graded as being in favor of democracy,
being neutral or indifferent to democracy, or being opposed to democracy.

82



Limitations

Our first, and potentially most significant limitation, is the fact that our online survey
was not accessible to the entire population. Around 68% of Mongolia’s population is
estimated to have reliable internet access, thus we began our research with the assumption
that we could not reasonably expect our online survey to reach rural and low-income youth
populations that did not have internet access. Knowing that our research needed as many
perspectives as possible, our team attended youth seminars in Ulaanbaatar, in which attendees
came not only from the capital itself, but also from aimags across the country.

Another limitation we encountered was ensuring that those who took part in our study
understood the terminology being used. To ensure that, our team carefully worded the survey
and interview questions as clearly as possible, and often included a ‘No Answer’ option in
case the respondent was unable to confidently answer a question.

Survey results

Our questionnaire survey was distributed and answered by 503 people aged 16-34, from
21 provinces and 8 districts of Mongolia. Of these, 216 people were aged 16-21, 155 aged
22-27, and 131 aged 28-34 participated. 40.5% of the participants were male and 59.2% were
female. 55.8% of participants are from urban areas (Ulaanbaatar, Erdenet, Darkhan), and
44.2% are from rural areas. In terms of educational level, 43% have completed high school,
37.8% are currently earning their bachelor’s degree, 7.3% have finished college, 7% have a
graduate degree, and 4.7% have not earned a secondary school degree.

Chart Nel
How satisfied are you with democracy in Mongolia? Bvery st When aSked hOW Satleled they are
EE?LiE;"f_d with democracy in Mongolia, 35.9% are

dvendssaisied  gatisfied, 25.2% are neutral, and 25% are
dissatisfied. That means, the plurality of
young people are satisfied with Mongolia's
current state of democracy. As shown in
the second chart, the majority of young
people agree that democracy is the best
form of governance, but they believe that
there is a need to improve and develop it.
The majority of young people who
answered “dissatisfied" were from urban
areas, while the majority of those who

answered "satisfied" had completed high school.

In your opinion, what is the opportunity for citizens to control government activities?

.Yes, democracy is the best
form of governance
Yes, but democracy in
Mongolia needs to be
improved and developed
No, other forms of

] alwemmentare suitable in

ongolia
[E Don't know

83



Chart No2

In your opinion, how important is it that citizens participate in the political decision-making process?
M Very important

M In some ways, important
M Not important

EDon't know

As for Question 2, 54.8% of the participants, constituting the majority of those
surveyed, believed that it is important for citizens to participate in the political decision-
making process. In particular, the majority of citizens aged 22-34 answered "very important”.
It was considered more important for politics to involve women more than men concerning
political decision-making Also, an absolute majority of young people with a bachelor's
degree or higher education considered political participation as "very important”. On the
other hand, when evaluating (5-Very good, 0-Very bad) the participation of Mongolian
citizens in Question 3, 29.3% gave 3 points, 31.5% gave 2 points, 13.5% gave 1 point, and
12.3% did not give any points or "very bad". There are many people who gave zero points
from 28-34-year-olds who are working-aged youth. In other words, the young people
concluded that the participation of citizens in Mongolia’s democracy is not sufficient.

Chart No3

Which of the following forms of political engagement do you participate in?

[H Participate in protests

[ Participating political party
activities

[ Expressing political views on
social media

[ voting in all elections

DAttend public hearing and
meetings

[l No participating

[ others

In terms of political participation, the majority of young people focus on voting in
elections, participating in demonstrations, and expressing their opinions online. 15.7% of the
participants answered that they do not participate in politics in any way. The majority of these
people are teenagers who are 16-21 years old.
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Chart Ne4

In your opinion, how important is it that citizens monitor government activities?

[l important

[l Somewhat important
[l Not important

[ No opinion

The majority or more than half of the people considered it important to control the
government activities. From this, it can possibly be understood that the understanding of
democracy among Mongolian youth has increased relatively compared to the past.

Chart Ne5

In your opinion, is it possible for citizens to have control of Mongolian government's operation?
[H Fully possible

Ml Possible

[l Somewhat Possible
Himpossible

CIDon't know

Regarding the possibility of controlling government activities in Mongolia, the majority
of people believed that it was possible to a greater or lesser extent. However, 25.5% of the
participants answered that it is only partially possible, and 14.6% answered that it is not
possible, which shows that there are some perceived difficulties in controlling government
activities. Among those who answered that it was impossible to control, the highest
percentage were young people with a higher education level, while the majority of young
people who answered that it was possible were those with a high school education.
Elaborating on these results, the majority of people answered that some problems pertaining
to controlling the government were: 1. Information is not open, 2. there is an excessive
bureaucracy, and 3. people's opinions are not listened to.
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Chart Ne6

In your opinion, is our media independent and free?

[l Yes, they are

M Sometimes, they are
[l No, they are not
EDon't know

Regarding the freedom of the press, the majority of the participants in the study
considered that it was not possible to be free and independent to a certain extent. The
majority of those who answered that the press can be independent lived in rural areas.

Chart N7

In your opinion, which of the following phrases best describes Mongolia today?

[ A Healthy democracy

.A Somewhat functioning
democracy

Il A Democracy in trouble

I A Failed democracy

COpon't know

Your highest Education level completed? * In your opinion, which of the following phrases best describes
Mongolia today? Crosstabulation
Count
In your opinion, which of the following phrases best describes Mongolia today?
A Somewhat
A Healthy functioning A Democracy A Failed
democracy democracy in trouble democracy Don't know Total
M Your highest Education No Formal Education 5 8 2 4 5 24
level completed? Level
High school 45 47 48 51 23 214
College 5 8 7 12 5 37
Undergraduate Degree 18 40 60 57 13 188
Postgraduate degree 0 10 9 13 3 35
Total 73 113 126 137 49 498

When defining the current state of democracy in Mongolia, 27.4% answered that it is in
decline, and 25.4% said that it faced considerable problems. In other words, it can be seen
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that young people are worried about the integrity of Mongolia's democracy and its future. A
significant percentage of young people who chose the answer "healthy democracy” live in
rural areas. Many of the young people living in urban areas described themselves as having
problems in their daily lives. Responding to an additional question, the majority of young
people considered the main problems in strengthening democracy to be: 1. Corruption, 2.
Injustice, and 3. Negative Politicization.

Chart Ne8

Do you actively vote in all elections? [If you are under 18 ages, please skip this question/

[H Yes, | vote in every elections
Sometimes, when the

M opportunity arises, | vote in
elections

| don't vote elections

63% of the voting age respondents vote in Mongolian elections. (In the 2020
parliamentary elections, 65% of young people aged 18-25 participated in the elections,
demonstrating a representative group.)

Chart Ne9

How satisfied are you with the current political parties in Mongolia?

[l Very satisfied
M Satisfied

[l Neutral

[H unsatisfied
[IVery Unsatisfied

Most of the representatives of the youth evaluated the activities of Mongolian political
parties as "mediocre™ and "insufficient”. It can be seen that trust in the party, which is an
important subject for the implementation of democracy, is very low among young people.
Chart Nel10
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How satisfied are you with the performance of the Parliament of Mongolia?
Very satisfied

W satisfied

[ Neutral

E Unsatisfied

[l Very unsatisfied

How satisfied are you with the performance of the President of Mongolia?
[ very satisfied
M satisfied
W Neutral
Eunsatisfied

How satisfied are you with the performance of the Courts of Mongolia?

[ very satisfied

M satisfied
Neutral

s atis fiec B unsatisfied

CIvery Unsatisfied [ very Unsatisfied

Half of the young people responded that they were "unsatisfied” or "very unsatisfied"
with the activities of the government, Parliament, president, and judiciary. Youth’s trust in
democratic representative institutions is overwhelmingly low.

Chart Nel1

In your opinion, does every citizen have equal rights regardless of their property or position?

Yes, everyone has equal

= rights i .
Parially, some citizens have
equal rights

m No, not everyone has equal
rights

[ Don't know

The plurality of young people answered that citizens cannot have equal rights, which
means that people believe that they do not have equal rights in our country, regardless of their
status or position. The majority of the youth that believe there are equal rights in Mongolia
are from urban areas. The majority of young people who believe that not everyone has equal
rights had a bachelor's degree or higher.
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Chart Nel12

In your opinion, can citizens freely express their opinions?

[H Yes, completely

[l No, not always

B No, it's impossible
@ Don't know

More than half of the participants felt that the opportunity to freely express their
opinion was low. 61% of those who answered "completely possible™ live in the rural area,
possibly indicating a higher belief of the freedom of speech outside of densely populated
urban areas.

Analysis

In general, according to the questionnaire survey, young people aged 16-34 have
relatively high confidence in Mongolia's democratic government, but they are worried about
many problems. It is notable that young people consider political participation and citizen
control of government activities to be important, but actual participation and control are
insufficient in their views. Political participation of young people is limited to less effective
methods such as voting and sharing their opinions online.

In terms of the basic indicators of democracy, such as freedom of the press, equal
rights, and the opportunity to freely express opinions, young people were moderately or less
satisfied. This may be due to the perceived decline of Mongolian democracy in recent years,
economic difficulties, and the growth of inequality. When evaluating the activities of
representative organizations, young people usually choose the answer '"neutral” or
“unsatisfied", which shows that trust in the government is low.

In addition, young people's social status, age, education, and urban-rural affiliation had
a significant impact on their opinions and evaluations of the spread of democracy. For
example, it was observed that the level of education of an individual has an important effect
when comparing the survey responses with the level of education. The majority of young
people with bachelor's and higher education are aware of the importance of political
participation and control, and on the other hand, they are critical of the development of
democracy and the activities of government institutions. Looking at geographical indicators,
young people living in rural areas gave more positive answers such as "satisfied" to the
majority of questions, while young people living in urban areas were mostly dissatisfied with
the implementation of democracy and its current image. In this study, the gender difference
of the participants was reflected in their views on democracy, and there were no significant
differences.

Result of the focus group interview
In a study, our research team collected twelve representatives with identities spanning
the majority of key social classes aged 16-34. This interview attempted to find out what
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factors affect their level of participation and confidence in politics and democracy. As part of
the focus group's orientation questions, the first part asked participants to agree or disagree on
eight questions. The second part compares the activities of the Mongolian government with
five selected countries. In the third part, a short discussion was held to clarify the problems
faced by the youth of Mongolia nowadays. Our research summarizes the opinions and beliefs
of those interviewed.

Economy: Since the pandemic, the price of consumer goods has increased by several times,
reducing young Mongolians’ quality of life. As a result, there is an increasing tendency to
doubt the government's actions.

Injustice: The result of the focus group interview revealed that the participants felt that
Mongolian society is unfair. For example, injustice and inequality can be observed in
employment, education, and health care sectors. In particular, the issue of pensions and the
social welfare system is very unfair to young people, from their viewpoints.

Infrastructure: Rural development is lagging due to poor inter-city road transport and
communication. That is why many Mongolians are moving to the capital city Ulaanbaatar.
Citizens are making these choices due to organization with the capital city, which allows
citizens to live in a relatively comfortable and safe environment.

Figure 1. Agree or Disagree

Agree or Disagree?

e Strongly Agree Agree Slightly Agree Strongly Disagree Disagree Slightly Disagree

I believe that Mongolia is a
healthy democracy.
9

I have lost all faith in 1 feel like I can initiate positive
Mongolia’s government and feel change in my country’s
hopeless for our future. government.

Mongolia’s government
accurately reflects and
represents Mongolia’s

population.

Mongolia was a better country
during the Socialist Era in the
20th Cenfury.

Lo e\ v o

-
—

1 pay aftention to politics and
government policies in
Mongolia.

I believe the political situation
in Mongolia is becoming worse.

I actively vote during the
elections when I am able to.
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Attitudes towards representative democracy among young people aged 16-34 are
seeming to favor less democratic aspects, and trust in democracy will further decrease if core
needs and social problems do not improve. This conclusion was confirmed followed by the
questionnaire in the second part. A favorable attitude exists when looking at Russia’s
government, albeit the general attitudes were mixed. Furthermore, the general attitude that
the activities of the United States, Japan, and Germany’s governments are not at all similar to
Mongolia’s, and Mongolia has no democratic freedom compared to these countries.
However, many young Mongolians view Mongolia’s government as being free compared to
China’s government.

Figure 2. Positive or Negative- Foreign Government styles

Positive or Negative - Foreign Government Styles
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Despite the many problems faced by today's youth, it is an overwhelmingly positive
result that young people are concerned about the future of their country and actively
participate in every election, believing that they will bring about positive changes.

Conclusion

Each coming generation brings different perspectives, innovations, and attitudes to a
society, and Mongolia is no exception to this rule. However, Mongolia is in a crucial period,
as Mongolia’s democratic government pushes for modernization comparable to other East
Asian nations. Our research tackled the question of discerning the young generation’s
opinions on Mongolia’s current democracy, as well as highlighting any notable barriers to
Mongolia’s further development. Both our survey and focus group interviews indicated that
Mongolian youth have mixed feelings towards their government, with some attitudes being
alarming to those who want to preserve their country’s democratic institutions.

Our first key takeaway from our research is that young Mongolians value democracy.
The majority of those who responded to our survey indicated that they strongly believe in
democratic participation, such as voting and protesting, as well as monitoring their
government’s actions. This is not to say that young Mongolians are completely in agreement
with democracy, but the vast majority have shown willingness to cooperate and improve the
democracy of their country.

Our second takeaway is that Mongolians do not view themselves as living in a
completely free democracy. The majority of those surveyed indicated that they do not view
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their country as being equal, nor adequately protecting freedom of speech. These are key
values in any functioning democracy, thus this presents a major (but not impenetrable) barrier
to democracy within Mongolia.

Our third takeaway is from our focus group interview, which is that many young
Mongolians believe that their government (and democracy) should exist in a form that is
independent of other notable governments across the globe. With the possible exception of
Russia, most young Mongolians interviewed believe that Mongolia’s government should not
mimic that of the United States, which is viewed as being one of the largest proponents of
global democracy, nor those of Japan or China, which are two of East Asia’s leading
economies. Although there were significantly more positive attitudes towards Russia’s
government, there was no overwhelming attitude that Russia’s government would be suitable
for Mongolia.

Thus, our research indicates that youth attitudes towards democracy in Mongolia are
positive, but not without obstacles or frustrations. Through three decades of democracy,
Mongolia has managed to remain an “oasis of democracy” in a region often viewed as
clinging to authoritarianism. Whether or not Mongolia will continue this road of democracy
is not promised, but our research shows that current attitudes towards democracy are still
high, albeit not overly optimistic.
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Xypaanezyii:

DHAXYY cynairaaraap 3alyydyyablH AyHAaX apJYWUIbIH ©HOOruiH Iyp TOpX, UTIAI
YHOMILWJ, YJIC TOPUIH OpOJILIOOHBI Tajlaap aHXaapaH cyAauiaa. 3alyy YEUilH TeJeeeln
O0onroH 16-34 HacHBI 3pATTAH, AMATTAIUW XYWCUHH HUWTMUNH TOJIOOJUIMHT COHTOH aBY
OpOJILlYYJICAaH Hb CyJaliraaHbl @XJbIH HAIDH OHIUIOT XAMI3H Y32K 00JOX IOM. DHIXYY
eryYJIdJI] allluIiacaH CyJalraaHbl aprblH JaByy Tall Hb HUMTMUITH OJIOH cajOapblH 3aIyyChIT
OOJIOBCPOJIBIH TYBIIMH HACHBI OHIUIOTOOp JaMKyYyJlaH apAduuial, yiAC TepH X3P HTIII
YHOMIIUATOH Oaliraa Tamaap [aTa IyriyyjdaX MeH canbap canbapT 3alyyChlH ©MHO
Tynramaax Oyd acyyJIbIl WJI rapraxaj 1eXeM Y3YYJICOH XOMA3H CyJalraaHbl OarvitH 3yrasc
Y33k OaifHa. XapuH CyJgairaaHj XaMmparjarcajJ TOO MacChil XaMmpaaryid y4up MOHIOJIBIH
HUUT 3ayyChlH OYpdH allur COHUPXJIBIT WIDPPXUUAIDK 4Yagaxry O0JOoBY 3allyy YeuiH
EpOHXUN XaHJUIArbIl AKUTJIaXaJ XaHTalITTal XdMI3H Y33k 00s0X oM. Cynanraanbl JYHID3C
TOBY IypJABaJl, 3a]yyChIH IYHJaX apAYWJUIBIH XaHJAJara caapMar Oyry AyHJ IyH TapcaH Hb
aHxaapal Tatax OaliHa. DHP Hb HAT Tajlaap apUUIUIBIT ylaM O9X>KYYJdX miaapiasiara Oaiiraa
IOJICMIT JaXUH CaHYyJDK erd Oaifraa rom.

Tynaxyyp ye: Apaunnai, 3anyydyyn, px
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