XmC-Mf‘H CaTryyn 3YW, MeanatexHonoruiy TOHXUMUIH 3pxnary A0KTOp

Key words: higher education, journa-

- department, content of journalism
||safifr‘1ing bachelor ~degree  program,
Ir !

joumalism curriculum

1921 with the People’'s Revo-

lution, Mongolia became a
soialist satellite state that followed the
nodel of the Soviet Union in terms of
polical and economic orientation. At that
ime, the Mongolian media played an
mportant role in promoting the ideology
ofthe one, ruling party. In 1990, Mongolia
became a democratic country as a result
of movements for democracy in the
Soviet Union and southern Europe in
1989-1990. Since then, state control of
e activities and content of the media
“apsed, and the number of media
Yganisations increased to 1 television,
Tnewspapers and 32 journals in the late
%05 (Lombo, 2003, p. 216). Further-
More, there was g rapid increase in the
"Mmber of media organisations, which
g’\rﬂew 10663 in a short period of time
Lr;:::t' 1997, P. 15). Moreover, Fhe
expandsedOf obtaining higher education
i“VOIvem as a result of private sector

eNt regulated by laws and there
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Was a high demand of having educated
human resources in the labour market.
State universities transferred to the self-
funding system whereby students pay
their tuition fees and the number of
private universities increased as well.

A recent study (The World Bank,
2010, p. 2) highlighted that in 1991 there
were 14 state universities with 20,000
students, but in 2009 this number
reached 151 (42 of these were state
universities) with a total number of
150,326 students. Until the 1960s,
journalists who were working in the
Mongolian journalism sector, established
in 1913, were not professionals: instead
they were naturally talented, self-taught
individuals or those who only completed
short term courses. In other words,
Mongolian journalism initially developed
based on our cultural heritage, traditional
script and “Mongol intelligence”. From the
middle of the 1950s, Mongolian journa-
lists were prepared in Moscow and
Leningrad of the Soviet Union, Bulgaria
and Germany. Thus, from the middle of
1950s and 1960s, newly graduated and
highly educated journalists returned to
work in their home country, which be-
came impetus for implementing scientific
methods in Mongolian journalism prac-
tice. Those returning journalists also
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contributed greatly to preparing IE
journalists locally (Lombo, 2001, P- 210)i

The National University of Mongolia
(NUM) commenced its journalism courses
in the academic year of 1960-1961 and
one vyear later the department Of
journalism was set up and invited . I
Demiyanchuk who was an associate
professor at the journalism department at
Kiev University, Soviet Union in order to
enrich journalism curriculum and improve
the  teaching  methodology  and
professional knowledge of the local
teachers. Later, the journalism depart-
ment moved to the Institute of Political
Party which was under the central
committee of the Mongolian People's
Revolutionary Party (MPRP) and 6
cohorts graduated between 1967 and
1977. In addition to this, the Marxism and
Leninism evening course of the central
committee of the MPRP in Ulaanbaatar
prepared about 370 journalists. Once
Mongolia transferred to the new system,
more opportunities to study abroad
opened, and a few people began studying
at postgraduate level in the United
Kingdom, Germany and the United States
of America and a number of students
studied in Russia at undergraduate level.
Compared to the 1990s when only one
university offered a journalism course, 22
state and private universities in 2006 and
all levels of journalism courses from
bachelor to postgraduate  levels

Table 1
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commenced in 1994. According t
report prepared by the Presg Ins
(2013, P 66), 555 media Orga”isano
are operating in Mongolia in 2012 Wh}ns
has 4903 full time employees anq 2341lch
them are creative employees Such
journalists, reporters, editors ang Prog,
cers. In terms of majors, 867 of the, ar\
professional journalists. However 460g
journalists have been prepareq in totg
from 1965 to 2012 and it is clear that 40
professional journalists are annually sey
to the media sector. Approximately, 20y,
of them are majoring in internatiOna|
journalists, journalists-interpreterS, jour-
nalist-literature, radio and television
journalists,  television journalist-came.
raman, television journalist-producer. ang
sports journalists through single or dual
major programs.

he information is provided that
T 440 journalism students comp-

leted the bachelor program [agt
year, 33 students through the masters'
degree program and 2 students earned a
Ph.D in journalism. 1749 students are
studying for bachelor degrees in
journalism at the 5 state universities and
12 private universities in total. 1315 of all
those students are female. 78 students
are in masters’ degree courses and 26
are for Ph.D Nowadays, 19 universities
are offering journalism courses and 428
students are expected to finish their
courses by this year.

he
litutg

Mongolian journalism training institutions (March, 2014)

Ne ‘ Journalism training institutions

2 J of Journalism

| Nationa| University of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar

| Universi
| University of the Humanities

1 National University of Monagolia, Department

44

Current students Graduates for 2014
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Uni

ey of the Humanit?&“ﬁgfkﬁn\r
UniverSiL’_-\\"" | 30
Jian State University of Education B
ongolian State University of Education ————— 87
: 50l of Mon olian Language and Culture | e
= golian State Umversl(y of Culture ang [
7 s, school of Radio and Television

" Universit
Ol onleﬂgL————y\v\l\
fdegﬁﬁs’tﬁute — 105 d
g itute
Zohiom lnsmux,
10| L ongol" Institute [———108R80 o n | s e
[ “Ulaanbaatar-Erdem” Universi > __

ih Zasag" University

ournalist'College

Institute of International Studies \ 24

S0 ol-Erdem’ Institute [ 20
Institute of Literature and Social Workers | 30 R

ongolian University of Culture and Arts,
school of Film and Art |

[ fTotal 174 428

There is @ demand forpreparing synthesis issues, consider the profess-
qualified journaIAlst's in t'he labour markgt sional duties, gain required qualifications
of Mongolia. This is unlikely to change in of journalistic style of writing and follow
e coming years. The number of media the principles and teachings of free
organizations is expected to increase media. Therefore, research on the
necause of the current situations where journalism  curriculum at  Mongolian
the laws are not implemented properly universities has been conducted. :
and media is influenced by power. This
hypothesis was made two years ago, has
been proven (Author citation, 2011, p.
158). This crisis in the whole system of
journalism might change when politicians
and businessmen no longer use the
media to protect themselves.

Currently, there are a number of newly
established  television  stations  and
ntemet sites being set up. It is expected
hat internet sites will grow in the future.
Newly graduated journalists are criticized
N terms of their professional qualifica-
ons and ethics by both public and media
OWners. Therefore, it is important to
Flarify and analyse the reasons in order to
MProve the sjtuation in the future.
:::icqlany' the curriculum of _higher
J'ounfat'lon becomes a basis for preparing

alists who are able to analyse and

Literature review

This article focuses on several
projects and research which have been
initiated by the state and universities in
order to redesign and improve journalism
curricula since 1990. Until 1990, the
content of journalism curricula was based
on the experiences of the universities in
the Soviet Union and reflected its national
features. However, new principles and
strategies started being implemented in
the practice and theory of journalism
since the 1990s when Mongolia
introduced a new: policy for their foreign
relations. However, there were still
several issues at a huge number of
journalism training institutions regarding

the curriculum, insufficient  training

183
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resources and materials, lacK OL'b:ts
professional teachers and sU J?Thé
Therefore, the research project i

i

current situation and future perspeﬂc
of journalism training in Mongolia” Was
conducted by the Open Society Instlfute
(Soros Foundation) and Journalism
department of the NUM in 1998.

s a result of this, the importance

A of redesigning the content Qf

journalism training was inves?l-

gated. Based on the findings of this

project, another 3-year- research project

“Improving the journalism curriculum at

Mongolian universities” was implemented

by the Journalism department of the NUM

and Missouri University of the USA in

1999. As a result of this research project,

the main documentation including the

curriculum at the NUM was redesigned,

made it closer to the global standards and

offered to all institutions preparing journa-

lists. Afterwards, the National Council of

Standards and Measurement of Mongolia

approved the bachelor degree program

standard for ‘Journalism’ in 2003. In the

Education of Law (2006), a higher

education standard is explained in the

Law of Education as the document which

determines the main principles in the

content of higher education, its evalua-

tion, professional level of teachers and

institutions.  The  journalism training

standard is based on the sample rule of
the ministry of education, culture and
sciences. Mongolia and some aspects of
the education standards of developed
countries (USA, Russia, Germany) are
considered in it (Maulet, 2013). As a
result of this standard, the percentage of
new trends and practical subjects was
increzsed in the curriculum and for the
first time the standard combining both
theory and practice was approved.
Therefore, journalism  students study

MYMC-niH 3pA3M LMHXN.
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about 60 different subjects whijcp, ar
128 credit hours for their 4 yeqr |
degree course. Professiona| sub
account for 55% of the curricmumJects
practical subjects, 44%. The Ministrya
Education and Sciences of MOngmm
(MES) demands that journalisp, traininIa
institutions follow this standarq 5 thg
curricula and their content at diff
institutions are similar to each other
However, it is open for those INStitution
to enrich the curricula in terms of their
features. Therefore, the universitig
redesign content of the curriculym eve
2-3 years within the university ang they
are approved by the Department of
Professional Education of the MES his
is one of the biggest improvements Which
were made in journalism training sjnce
1990. Due to the research project ang
standards, the quality of journalism
training has been improving (Author
citation, 2013). However, the implemen.
tation process of this research project
was over in 2009 and its pace of
improving the standards is slow at the
moment. Therefore, this standard cannot
meet the modern needs of the journalism
training nowadays.

In 2010, the “Journalism” college of
the Press Institute initiated the idea of
translating “Model curricula for journalism
education in developing and democratic
countries” which is one of the journalism
education series by UNESCO (2006) and
delivering it to the universities in order to
organize a preparatory activity to design a
model curriculum for Mongolian journa-
lism education. Within the scope of this
initiative, 7 curricula for basic journalism
and practical journalism were improved
and one new curriculum for development
Journalism was designed. This was doné
through the cooperation of ten state and
private universities and their teachers

€ 124.
acheb’

efem

ed ON this in groups in order to
4o We he ourricula. As a result, the
compareurricuwm for Mongolian journa-
qode zbee” completed. Although some

jsim {ies have been using those §
Univ‘ersla it has been criticised by the
yrioulds sors' teams wWho consider thijs

her rofes
ol Jum model to be out of date and

i ' i
o - developing countries. In general,

ol steps Played a big role in
meseonan journalism, - although  journa-
Mon(\JNho can compete in the international
hs:,sur market have not yet been
|abo!

ared.
prep here is a lack of research on the

Journalism curriculum in. Mongo-

lia. Therefore, the “Improving the
content of Journalism curriculum” confe-
ence Was held and funded by the Sqros
Foundation in order to .seek. poss!ble
ways 10 solve issges facing journalism
yaning. However, it cquld not fopus on
e journalism curriculum,  instead
jscussing the changes in the higher
«ducation, the methodology of teaching
specific subjects and effective ways of
aganizing practice. In this conference,
ihe difficulties of journalism training were
eplained as  professional teachers,
resources and materials and qualities of
students (Lhagvasuren, 2001, p. 28).
Additionally, some researchers wrote an
aricle for the NUM prestigious scientific
jounal “Journalism” on the quality of
Mongolian  journalism  training  after
wmparing training in Mongolia and India
WNorovsuren, 2012). However, they still
“nsidered the reasons regarding the
faning environment,  teachers and
sources and could not recommend how
O mprove the quality of Journalism
‘aning in Mongolia (Dorjgotov, 2011).
et articles published in the journal
:luagr?dESted some ideas to improve .the

aids  for Mongolian journalism
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culu i

JOUm aS an  important aspect of
Malism training  when they have

approached the issues

. investigating
ible ways to improve
' ng. However, it should
ge pointed gut that curriculum s the key
kocumentatlon which describes required
nowledge and skills of graduates.

difficulties and poss
the journalism traini

Method

T_'his article analyses the journalism
curricula of 19 universities in Mongolia
and includes a focus group interview to
collect the data from the heads of the
journalism departments. The article
Compared the two main surveys; “Current
circumstances  of Mongolian journalism
training" from the journalism teachers and
administration of those 19 universities in
February, 2013 and “Satisfaction survey
for the Journalism students” from
students majoring in Journalism in April,
2011.

Sample

A journalism curriculum is designed
based on the laws of Mongolian educa-
tion, international trends of journalism
higher education and comparison of
foreign universities that offer similar
programs. The curriculum in Mongolian
higher education consists of 4 main
components; general basics A/, profess-
sionnal basics /B/, specializations /C/ and
internship /D/. The structure is drawn, as
follows: A:B:C:D=40-42: 50-52: 28-3'2: 5
The general basics includes SUbjEC‘FS
which have to be studied by studgnts |.n
order to obtain higher educgt.lon in
Mongolia such as philosop.hy, politics fand
culture studies that contain the required
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knowledge of democracy and develop'
ment that are included in the evaluation
criterion of academic training programs
by UNESCO. Professional basics contain
the necessary subjects which have to be
studied by journalism students and
include the theory of journalism, theory of
pubic communication, journalistic style of
writing and editing methodology. Speciali-
zations focus on the subjects providing
specific knowledge and skills such as
ecology journalism, investigative journa-
lism, studies and criticism of journalism

WiiH 3pAIM WMHXUANTI3HUA 6nunr. 2014 oH, Ne15

and advertisement of public Med|
addition to those subjects, Studen sa, In
choose subjects on the radio, tele\,i;a”
and newspaper depending on their futr
working fields. Urg

Table 2 shows the COmDarau
structure of the Journalism Cumc“'umv
the NUM in order to illustrate the Qene,a
structure of journalism: curriculym 4 lha|
democratic period. The NUM s the 0Ide:
university and has been 4
journalism courses for the
Mongolia.

TABLE 2

Comparison of the journalism education curricula of the NUM in the democratic periog

Journalism curricula (1996

) | Journalism curricula (2003)

| Journalism curricula 2014

Professional basics

1. Theoretical foundation of
Journalism

2. Communication of Majority
3. Newspaper photographs
4. Theory and Practice of the
press

5. News Editing

6. Newspaper Design

7. Journalist's skills

8. History of Mongolian
Journalism

9. Foreign journalism

10. Sociology of Journalism
11. Advertising

12. Journalist's ethics

13. Theory and methodology
of Journalism

Professional basics

1. Theory of Journalism

2. Newspaper photographs
3. Public communication

4. Journalist's skills

5. History of Mongolian
Journalism

6. News editing

7. Foundation and organization
of public media

8. Theory of Social
communication

9. Newspaper design

10. Studies of Journalism
11. Practical journalism-I

12. Practical journalism-II

13. Practical journalism-IlI
14. Television journalism
15.Radio television
16. Foreign journalism
17.Law of public media

Core specializations

E. Elective units

1. Newspaper journalism
. Radio Journalism

. Television journalism

. International journalism

W N

N

Professional basics

Theory of Journalism
Practical journalism- | !
Practical journalism-||
Practical journalism-II|
Journalist's ethics J
Journalist's skills

. Foundation and organization
of public media

8. Photojournalism

9. Stylistics of an article and
broadcast

10. News editing methodology
11. Information and
communication design J
12. History of Mongolian [
Journalism- | |
13. History of Mongolian
Jjournalism -1 [
14. Radio journalism-I

15. Television journalism-| ‘
16. Public relations and
communication

17. Foreign journalism
18. Law of public media

NooswN

Core specializations

A. Core units
18.Management of Public media
19. Sociology of Joumalism
20. Journalism of ecology
21.Investigative journalism
22. Advertising of public media

B. Elective units
1._Newspaper journalism

186

Core specializations

A. Core units
19. Advertising of public media
20, Management of public
media

21. Journalism of ecology

22, Investigative journalism
23, Journalism study and
critique

24. Marketing of public media
25. Sociology of Journalism
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ccording to the data in 1983, gradua-
urnalism courses studied 37
subjects for 4200 academic
including “The history of Russian
».oursa"sm". ‘Press history of the party
P:dmstate of the Soviet Union", “Press
;istof)’ of Communist labour parties” and
press history of the Mongolian Poople‘s
Republic”. In addition this, 11 different
subjects were offered for about 1300
scademic hours such as “Theory and
practice in the Mongolian press”, “Techni-
«l decorations of newspaper”, “Photog-
aphy’, ‘Elective courses” (Maulet &
Lombo, 2010, p. 17). It is seen that history
subjects were dominated in this period. In
accordance with the tasks by the Central
commission of the Mongolian People's
Revolutionary Party, some professional
subjects were taught in Russian.
ince 1990, the redesigned curri-
culum has been used regarding
the education system of the
democratic society and there has been a
huge change in teaching methods,
siucture of subjects and terminologies.
By 1996, history subjects, in particular,
e theory of the communist party, were
Bken out of the curriculum. However,
uly 14 of all 42 subjects were
Pofessional subjects and others were
%neral basics including the study of
&onomics and politics in order to provide
basie knowledge of science for journa-

A .
s of 1O
gferent

3. Final Internship before

’ Ttermsiip
hi
|ntet:1r:rs(>d5ctory internsmp
] ol 2. Workplace Internsh
Workpla p
Final internship before
3 lLgraduation
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27. Electronic press

| B. Elective units l
% Newspaperjournalrsm 1
‘ 2 Radio journalism-|f
3. Television journalism-||
4. Advertising of public media-|I I
TS — [
1. Introductory Internship
2. Workplace Internship |
3. Final Internship before
raduation

——

lists. In addition to this, there was a
concern that journalists have to gain all
areas of knowledge. Therefore, founda-
tion courses in agriculture, history of arts,
and a foundation of religion were
introduced. There were 18 weeks for
Preparatory and final internships.

7 years later, the curriculum was
changed dramatically as a result of the 3-
year-project “Improving the journalism
curriculum” with professors of Missouri
University and standards of Journalism
education. Due to this, the number of
professional subjects increased, 23 of all
48 subjects are related to their profess-
sion. It should be emphasised that there
are 3 levels subjects for practical journa-
lism and it also includes investigative
journalism, journalism of ecology, mana-

gement and law of pubic media.
Currently, the NUM offers a 128-credit-
hour journalism course in  which

professional, specialization and elective
courses were increased up to 28 credit
hours. They tried to involve all issues
related to journalism in this curriculum
such as public relations (PR), internet
press, marketing of pubtir: media, and
stylistics of journalistic wrmng. Thore are
20 weeks internships in this currrculurn,
Lately, students are interested in public
relations besides journalrsm._Therefore,
the universities included thb|IC relatrons
and advertising in their curriculum. It will

e




help to expand students’ ﬂexibili!
labour market and also contr
influencing
journalists’ salary, changes in M€
technology and unclear market situati
Table 3 presents the comparison of
three of the 19 universities that offer
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several issues

Journalism curricula of the top universities

Mongolian State University of
Education

Professional basics

1. Theory of social
communication

2. Public relations

3. Law regulations of public
media

4. History of foreign journalism
5. History of Mongolian
journalism

6. Fundamental Journalism/
Foundation of Journalism —I /
7. Fundamental Journalism /
Foundation of Journalism —II/
8. Fundamental journalism- Il
/Foundation of mass media-3/
9. Fundamental journalism- IV
/Foundation of mass media/
10.Practical Journalism -1
11.Practical Journalism -2
12.Practical Journalism -3
13.Journalist's skills
14.Advertising of mass media
15.Press management-|
16.Press management -
17.Journalist's ethics-|
18.Journalist’'s ethics-ll
19.Research methodology and
sociology of Journalism
20.Internet journalism
21.Press design

C-WifH OpRIM LMHX

y in the
bute to

h as - o
suc dia and colleges. According to the Surmes
ons these 3 universities are on 2M & Vey
g gth place of the list. The NUM raand
highest. nks

TABLE 3

Mongolian Universit_y of
Culture and Arts — Inst.nute of
Radio and Television

AraaHnin 6uanr. 2014 oH, Ne1s

journalism courses based on the o
of the students’ satisfaction SUrve Sl
included 246 students of 18 high

delivering journalism education in Mongolia

University of the Humarii—

U"\anilies 1

Professional basics

1. Foundation of mass media
2. Rhetoric-I

3. Rhetoric-ll

4. Foundation of journalism
theory

5. History of Mongolian
journalism

6. News Editing

7. Journalist' ethics

8. Sociology of Journalism

9. Theory of mass
communication

10. Law regulation of mass
media

11. Theory of Mongolian
Jjournalism

12. Research methodology

13. Investigative journalism

14. Management of mass media
15. Modern Mongolian language
16. Techniques, Technology of
radio and television

17. Digital journalism

Professional basics

1. Introduction of Journalism
theory
2.

Theory of social information

communication

3.

Mass communication

information and society

4.

Foundation and

organization of mass media

5%
6.

Genre of writing
History of Mongolian

Jjournalism

2

History of the world

journalism

8.
9

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
W

Journalist's skills-1
Journalist's skills-II
Practical journalism-|
Practical journalism-I|
Practical journalism-Il|
Radio journalism

Photo for newspaper
News editing

Journalist's ethics

Law and regulation of mass

media

18.

Investigative journalism

VN AW=N

Core specialization

- Modern Mongolian language-|

. Modern Mongolian language-

Development journalism
. Stylistics-|

. Stylistics-|

Mongolian literature-|

. Mongolian literature-l|
._Foreign literature-|

Core specialization

1. Basics of presenter’s skills
2. Montage

3. Culture of presenter and
sanitation

4. Radio production

5. Foreign journalism

6. Practical journalism-radio
Journalist's skill-|

7. Practical journalism-radio

OIRENISJUNBSIOID S

Core specialization

Journalism critique and study
International journalism
Journalism of ecology
Newspaper design

Data journalism

Public relations (PR) §
Management of mass media
Sociology of journalism
Citizen journalism
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d video p - Practical joyr 10. Journ :
television 10 thalism, 2 of poltcs

\ 0 Audnoo and television
R

adl 9. Pra 1
i ctical journalism. | 12.0nline journal

umall5m nd television television Journalist' . J B

P adio @ 10. TV S skill-||
[ 1ealisml! [ 43" o Production

journ2 e [ 11. Public relations

Elective units Elective units ———4—_
. . Elective units

‘ list and photo journalist | 1. Journalist's skills
‘ uf;‘xhetics ) 2. Stylistics | * Foundation of advertising
I Aeundaﬂon of Investigative 3. Foundation of camera | * Interactive multimedia

, Fo om processor * Tele journalism
\Pu'namallsm of politics 4. Foundation of dramg | Tele-journalist
I: Jmfmre and Civilization | * Theory and practice of tele-
O o journalism Pemaism

o PhO editing methodology | * Professional skills of tefe-
o News  issues Of Journalism | journalist

, Moder! * Technical activities of

i } television
ournalis Multimedia journalist
nomics and
‘, Journalism of €co | « Digital media
pusiness » Writing for web
methodolo
|, News editing 9y | * Development of multimedia

Journalism Studies and
ue

?rj?urnalism of culture a_lnd _arts
, Methodology of investigative
‘,ournahsm _
« Citizen journalism .
, Theoretical and practical \
issues of Journalism |

Journalist's skill-|

11. Journalism of €economics

Advertising copywriter
| » Theory and practice of
‘ advertising
| » Artistic creation of advertising
| * Methodology of advertising
| organization

Internship
{ Introductory internship
2.Workplace Internship
3 Final internship before

graduation

Internship
1. Introductory internship
2. Workplace Internship
3. Final internship before

| Internship

\ 1. Introductory internship
2. Workplace Internship
3. Final intemship before
graduation

|graduation

From this comparison, the structure of
the curricula is fairly similar (Table 3).
These curricula are also similar to the
structure of the NUM. The reason is the
Ministry of Education and Sciences
demands that universities follow the old
junalism standards and most univer-
siies use the journalism curriculum of the
NUM as a model.

From the research findings, although
e curricula are fairly similar, every
University has its own features and
avantages. For instance, the University
o the Humanities aims at preparing
Pumalists with knowledge of information
&chnology and included these types of
$Wjects in the curriculum. The Mongolian

189

State University of Education focuses on
journalistic writing skills and preparing
newspaper journalists. Therefore, modern
Mongolian language, stylistics and
literature weigh a lot in the curriculum.
The Institute of Radio and Television of
the University of Culture and Arts is
recognized for training radio and
television journalists, thus its main focus
is on hosting skills, culture of hosts,
montage and skills of radio and television
journalists.

Comparing the 19 curricula, 16 sub-
jects including the theory of journali'sm,
skills of journalists, practical journalism,
journalist's ethics, foundation. of mass
media, history of Mongolian journalism,
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history of foreign journalism, edftmg
methodology, sociology of journalnsm‘
advertising of mass media, law of mass
media, newspaper design, photo

X : : SR i i0
journalism, investigative journalism, rad
are

journalism and tele-journalism

included in all curricula. However,
journalism of politics, journalism of
business and  economics,  citizen

journalism are in 12 curricula WﬁICh
accounts for 63%. Online journalism
study and critiques are in 8 currlcuvla or
42%, International journalism IS m_6
curricula or 32%, theory of social
communication and public relations are in
5 curricula or 26% of all curricula.
Furthermore, development journalism,
data journalism, interactive multimedia,
digital media, writing for web, develop-
ment of multimedia, mass information
communication and society, mass
information communication, marketing of
mass media, journalism of culture and
arts, production of audio and video,
culture of hosting, and sanitary lesson is
in one curriculum respectively.

Q ccording to the findings from the
teachers' surveys, although the
current standard of journalism

does not meet the cument needs
adequately, teachers use them as a
model and some of UNESCO's sample
curriculum is included as well. The
answers given by teachers are very
similar. One of the survey participants, a
teacher at the “Ulaanbaatar Erdem Oyu"
university said, “My university designs our
curriculum based on the curriculum of the
journalism department at Moscow
University”, the head of the journalism
department at the “Otgontenger” univer-
sity answered that they use the curri-
culum of the Uralian University, Russia as
a sample and Ming Chuan University,
Taiwan as well because they haye
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students exchange program With
Chuan university.

The reason those universitieg foll
the Russian style curriculum s relalEdo
their teachers who  graduateq froto
Russian universities and have Used
for many years. The head of the Jou N
lism department of the Mongolian Sl;.
University of education Completeqy i
masters' degree in  England g, s
curriculum follows liberal journalism, While
the head graduated from the Uralian
University uses the Russian standargy
Therefore, it is evident that curriculurﬁ
design depends on the departmem
head's education background ang the
language they get information from The
universities in this comparison determing
their features through practice dominateg
courses. However, the research Shows
that they are theory dominated Courses.
Generally, it is not easy to organiz
practice dominated training in the current
Mongolian situation because of a lack of
modern materials and techniques in
which the training is held in order to bring
their knowledge closer to the practice.

Although most universities have their
own studios, computer laboratories, and
other equipment for reporting, many of
the facilities are not sufficient for all
students and cannot be used by properly
instead only used for a few tasks. In other
words, there is limited press production at
universities. From the research, 5
universities who offer journalism courses
do not have a professional studio or a
single camera.

“Journalist” college of the Press
Institute could determine its image as
practice dominated training. They design
the journalism curriculum based on Arhus
University, Denmark and Missouri Univer-
sity, America. However, they have not
organized the training which meets

Ming

dards yet. The reason is that
e 12" d to the Mongoli
W5  ing returnec golian
" “alnﬁef the Danish teachers left the
mode a S research which aimed at
oounl ' the current situations and
de'e'mmmfacing Mongolian journalism
wbemsthe teachers and head of the
Vol ont. They consider' thg.rgasons
iournalism training is criticized by
Y"‘elpress Institute and public is the
po he°w|edge of students and insuffi-
gic K sipment. Only 10% of the
e s think that the curriculum should
jeache loped Or redesigned.
devesuwey which was conducted in
= revealed that 67% of the
u ities redesigned the curriculum in
unwerS:‘d the rest of them are thinking of
O ?n their curriculum in 2014 but they
d\angt' EnoW what kind of changes have
dobf::made so far. In other words, these
i;wersities argue that they have always
mproved  their curriculum  so : they
consider the curriculum they are using as

m
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o ;
tthe required level. Although universities

3:;:?:)9 Jherl)ra;:ur:c;,tlum once every 3-4

o ot brought any big
a Qntages Yet. In most cases basic
Subjects which are approved by th'e MES
are changed ang then the curriculum has
to bg changed. The main changes in the
curqculum IS including the several
§ubjects such as citizen journalism,
jou_rhalism of economics, journalism  of
POII(ICS, online journalist and development
Journalism,

The findings of the satisfaction survey
of  journalism students which was
conducted in 2011 and 2013 illustrated
that 65% student answered that they are
satisfied with their journalism course. This
is similar to the finding in 2011 which
revealed 56% satisfaction. Additionally,
the students who were not satisfied with
their course explained their reasons
regarding to the lack of resources,
inappropriate learning environment and
curriculum.

Figure 1

The reasons for dissatisfaction
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Although the majority of stydents
(65%) was planning to work in the
television sector in 2011, the number gf
those students decreased by 2 % in
2013. In addition to this, 16% of students
want to work in the department of public
communication, 13% in newspapers, 6%
in radios, and 2% in internet sites.

From the research finding, the modern
students wanted to study several subjects
more including skills of hosts (44%), com-
puter and graphic design (21%), online
journalism (14%), skills of journalists
(14%) and other important subjects (7%).
From this research, students are mostly
interested in the television sector becau-
se of the television “flood” which occurred
in Mongolia last years. In 2012, there
were 166 televisions and 24 cable chan-
nels in Mongolia. It seems that Mongolian
students prefer the television sector while
American students are more keen on digi-
tal journalism (Becker et all., 2012, p. 345).

Conclusion

To sum up, journalism education at
Mongolian state and private universities
has still followed the traditional style
curriculum of the Soviet Union. The
journalism curriculum is out of date
regarding societal and technological
developments as well as attitudes of
people towards to information. However,
researchers have focused on curriculum
less and the state demands the
universities to follow the old standards. In
this case, the curriculum which was
designed based on the old standards that
was approved 10 years later cannot be
changed. Furthermore, there are several
issues which influence the quality of
journalism training such as restrictions in
curriculum  choice, there is not a
consolidated idea in the content and
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quality. The universities do Not cone:
the needs and wishes of emplo ergslde(
society, and research Organizationg 1 Civj|
they design the curriculum, Wl

Ithough some changes are

at universities depending on y S

features, it is time to change :en
journalism curriculum entirely. The rolehe
journalism has been i”CTEBSing i ‘hof
rapidly developing society in terms of e
power that can influence the SOCieI:S
psychology. On the other hang jOUTnay
lism as a unique element of the SOmai
and political structure has to be changeq
As a result; the role, goals, statyes and
new information  technology shoyg b
considered at a different |eye| It s
necessary to change the curriculym
because of all those reasons.

A curriculum requires ongoing deve-
lopment and improvement sq that
students are able to learn every single
change of media and teachers neeq to
improve themselves professionally. Tyo
main curriculum changes in Mongolian
journalism training are required:

e To increase the number of curricula
which increase students’ basic knowledge
and professional value. As a result a
journalist who is aware of a valuable
component of civil democratic principle
illustrates the history of his country and
other nationalities through pluralism,
respecting others' views in a conflicted
situation and is able to analyse events
and issues scientifically, is good at
making decisions and able to responsible
for both himself and others. Therefore,
the curriculum contains critical thinking,
curiosity and knowledge about the world
and  humanitarian  journalism and
intercultural journalism form the model
curricula of the UNESCO (2013) as well.

* Moreover, students should gain
required  qualifications  for  modemn

«CaTryY1 3YA» MYNC-nian appay WAHKUAra 3y Suymr, 2
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- and be able to make changes
ouf"a"s sdvantages of modern science
o lhnology' It is expected that digital
0 ¢ oo developing rapidly because

Jarious information channels. |n
Pl 5 (118 impossible to use the
s Ind old curriculum. Therefore,
the web, using the web

using social media, animation
eportl 'eb digital storytelling, creating
he Wg 'blogs- creating content for
ices, mapping and geo tagging
ncluded in the new curriculum,

ysin
mobl'& dev
gould be!

Discussion

Al in all, the ou-tc.omes of the
Mongolian journahsm training has already
ed its space and offers all levels of
- ourses from undergraduate to
psigraduate levels tq prepare the human
wsaurces for Mongolian media locally. It
12 enough professional teachers and its
4 curriculum  as well. However, there
4¢ a number of issues facing Mongolian
niversities who are offering journalism
quises such as renewing the standards
ad curriculum, organizing  practice
jominated training, enriching its resour-
«s, providing professional development
sograms for teachers, improving quality
of the training, qualifying the text books
ad material that have been used and
mpove the new students’ basic
Inowledge.
I universities and institutions
A agree on these issues. It is ne-
cessary to increase the number
d students because the universities are
finded by the students’ tuition fee. In this
4se, opportunities for improving the
Eing environment and professional
%ielopment of the teachers are limited.
a result, there is cheap and
"Yualified education in the society and it

xademic C
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!ncreases demands
N return, Mayfet (
of the journalism
Presents his point o
having many

advantages to

fmprovemenl of pl
IS too much for
universities prepari
case,

of qualified journalists
2013), who s the head
department at NUM,
N this issue "Although
universities brings
the  competition and
uralism in the society, it
Mongolia having 18
y univers_tpg Journalists. In our
ities are en

Prepare |oca| journalists”, There?z?eh tht:
Mgngoluan government should con'sider
Fhls ISsue seriously in order to bring the
Journalism training to the world standards
through the appropriate policy on the
olrganlzation of Mongolian journalism
higher education system.
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Summary

Mongolia has a population

million, who attain information and e ?enriy»a
ment from 555 media Organisation, A ain.
media market. The Journalists whq Work the
those media organlsatulons. haye bee lnfOr
by 19 universities and Institutions Jo o 8q
education has a 64 year histo fe tshm
country's 100 year history ofjournans 8

and private journalism training mstltuu:te
delivering academic journalism Ucat.gs
have largely followed the traditiong| forms n
the Soviet Union. Despite attemptg of
implementing American and Westerp, Style
curriculum design for joumalism educanon in
Mongolia, many have claimed that this 1
not been implemented adequately SO far
There is a demand for redesignmg thé
journalism curricula to incorporate techn0|0_
gical developments and changes i the
society in addition to public attitudes towargs
the media. The article is aiming at analyse
the curricula of the journalism training
institutions of Mongolia in order to Clarify
whether they meet the needs of Students,
employers and labour market.



