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Abstract

Meaning feature of suffix {-de} of Manchu language.

-compared to Korean and Mongolian-

This paper is to study syntactic similarities and differences among Manchurian locative/dative
affix {-de}, Mongolian and Korean locative/dative atfixes. This study is to compare the Chongd
nogéltae a teaching material of Manchurian language written in Korean in the 18th century with a
printed Manchurian material at that time. The Korean material which is compared with Manchurian
language is diachronically a modern Korean (from the beginning of the 17th century to the end of
the 19th century). Manchurian language, however, had been used until the 17th or 18th century. and
no longer used nowaday. It brings much difficulty to study systematic case affixes because of the
lack of spoken Manchurian. Instead we can find perfectly written classic Manchurian materials, so
[ try to find systematic characteristics of Manchurian case affixes based on the study of systematic
Korean and Mongolian case affixes.

This study shows that the locative/dative case affixes of Korean. Manchurian and Mongolian
which belong to Altaic language are almost same in the meaning and function. The affixes denote
originally locative/dative meaning and function, but sometimes they represent other case.

In a morphological level the Manchurian and Mongolian locative/dative {-da/-de’} and {"-ta/-te}
are originally same affixes, but they are totally different forms from Korean.

In a semantic level the Manchurian {-de} had a characteristic of representing instrumental, ablative,
appositive, accusative, reflexive-possessive as well as the meaning of locative/dative affixes in
Mongolian. The reason is that the locative/ dative affixes {-da/-de’ and “-ta/-te} are old forms in
Manchurian and Mongolian and there was a case they denoted accusative, instrumental, ablative
and appositive cases in both languages. The {-de} affix, however, came to represent a locative/
dative case later from a diachronical point of view.

In a syntactic level becomes an indirect object in a simple sentence and it functions as an adverb
clause representing condition, time and reason in a complex sentence when it used with a nominal
embedded clause. The Manchurian {-de}. the Mongolian locative/dative affixes {-dur/-diir} and
{-tur/-tlir} and the Korean locative/dative affixes have a characteristic of meaning an agent when
they come before a passive verb, and meaning a theme affected by the action of a causative subject
when they come before a causativ: verb.

Topic words: written Manchurian language, locative/dative, directive, instrumental, indireet
object.




