ACTA MONGOLICA
CENTRE FOR MONGOL STVDIES
National University of Mongolia

——— —— - - — . - — e — - —— W — = Y ——

Tom. 4 (236) 2004 215=-220

Periodization of Mongolian Literature
in the 20" century

G.Galbayar (NUM)

INTRODUCTION

About 100 years old Mongolian literature in the 20" century has been one important
theoretical and historical subject, which formed it's own method, appearance, figure and artistic
standard. The main research purpose of any science is to determine the rule of the researching object.

Science of literary study is to study deeply the development and change of the features of
literature; to analyze and sum up theoretically and historically how it influences to the social
individual's mind and how it's mysterious and complicated nature is explained. Many scholars have
agreed that it's suitable to periodize when analyzing and summing up a certain author's creature or the
history of development and change of any literature. ,

Therefore its very important question to periodize the Mongolian literature in the 20" century
on the basis of the theory and history of science.

CHAPTER ONE

The earliest period of the Mongolian literature in the 20™ century
/From 1900s to 1920/

In the second half of the 19" century, there was crisis all over Mongolian society caused not
only the improvement and change of their everyday life but also brought them a change in their mental
life. The main core of this change was apparent by art and literature. The main representatives of art
and literature of this period represented truly the conflict between content and form in social life by
their works. At the end of the 19" century and the beginning of the 20" century, many schools of
literature, which were founded by the influence and rule in the art and literature sectors, united and
were a base of new cultural and historical period in the idea and writing. In reality, this was the
beginnings of a development of Mongolian literature in the 20" century.

The following three factors are influential to the writing skill, sketch, figure and representation
of Mongolian literature in the 20" century.

e Experience of traditional folklore
e Tradition of classical literature
e Writing method and literary experience of ancient traditional neighborhood literature.

Judging from this, it's well-founded to periodize the development of Mongolian literature in the 20t
century from 1900.
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At the beginning of the 20™ century, ‘Song of Togtokh' and ‘Let's praise soldiers’ power’ were
written by the song tradition of Toroi bandi and Danaabal, who were fighters for peoples’ freedom and
independence in the second half of the 19" century. Also Dorj Meiren wrote his ‘Fairytale of a fox,
lamb and wolf' by using the tradition of animals’ which was a personification of Agvaankhaidav and
Genden.

In 1911, there was a movement of freedom from dictatorship that and brought victory, and
many songs were written praising Bogd Javzandamba, mocking Badamdorj shanjav and criticizing
Sando amban by the previous traditions. The most famous writers in this period were D.Dogsom
/1884-1939/, D.Bodoo /1885-1922/, S. Shagj /1886-1938/, Sh.Damdin and Ch.Demchigdor;.

Regardless of above writers’ work, there were a revival in the development of literature in the
second half of the 19" century. But artistic figure and content of works at the beginning of the 20"
century didn't develop well. It shows that the next new literature period arose between 19"-20"
centuries. At the end of 19" century many famous writings were composed but in the following period
there weren't any. Up until 1920 our literature of the 20™ century was only just beginning because of
many schools of thought such as tradition of Buddhism which influenced Indian and Tibetan literature,
strong imagery in the Chinese and Russian writers’ writing skill and realist methods in the
development of Mongolian literature. On the other hand, a new literature period started developing
before the social development. It shows that until the victory of the Peoples’ Revolution of 1921, no
orientation of literary development had been formed because there had been no foundation of society-
politics-mind to develop this intensively. This was one period of development of literature; in the other
words it was the beginnings of Mongolian literature in the 20" century.

CHAPTER TWO

Development period of'Mongolian literature in the 20" century
/From 1921 to 1936/

From the Peoples’ Revolution in .1921, which released people from social and mental
oppression, and encouraged people to create, the environmental condition of the development of art
and literature furnished, and the way to its development was opened. Revolutionary songs written by
the influence and movement of freedom in 1911, were developed according to the tradition of writing
method and idea and reflected truely the historical events and conflict of the coutry's life.

Mongolian literature in the 20" century was searching for ways to develop its nature and
regulation for 20 years. As a result of this, many revolutionary songs were developed on the basis of
tradition and a succession of folk songs such as D.Natsagdorj's To look blue’ /Tsenkherlen
kharagdah, 1923/. D.Natsagdorj's poem contained the figure and imagery of tradition in the general
form of folk song and rhythm of tone. This poem brought the tradition of folk song through its internal
development rule, regardiess of social change.

"The love songs ‘Lover’ /Nuuts amrag, 1930/ and ‘Love-mate’ /Yanag, 1934’/ were a clear
instance of the putting in order the development of Mongolian literature in the 20 ™ century.

We can also see this development through the other genre of Mongolian literature. For
example, Ts.Dambadorj's documentary story ‘Tolbo lake’ /Tolbo nuur, 1924/ was succeeded in the
epic genre and it was developed further by Ts.Damdinsuren’'s ‘Man who has rejected his wife'
/Gologdson khuuhen, 1929/.

In 1920, drama stories arose in the development of Mongolian literature in the 20 ™ century.
The period of the drama story started from S.Buyannemekh's ‘Sando Governor' /Sando amban, 1922/
or ‘Brief history of the near future' /Oirhi tsagiin tobch tuukh’. It was developed further by Shi.Ayush’s
drama stories.

Creations of D.Natsagdoj, D.Tsevermid, M.Yadamsuren, N.Navaanyunden show that the

writing method, style features and figure production were systematized in the development of
Mongolian literature in the 20 ™ century.
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From these creations we can see the development period of Mongolian literature by its writing
method and skill, extent of meaning, production of figure and imagery and style features. This period
continued until the victimization in 1937 and it represents another period of development of Mongolian
literature in the 20" century.

. CHAPTER THREE

Declined period of Mongolian literary development in the 20" century
/From 1937 to 1948/

At the end of 1930 or more specifically 1937, the recently developing Mongolian literature lost
most of its writers and direction because of political victimization in Mongolian society. This was not
only evident in the sector of art and literature, but in all of society.

On the second of October 1937 ‘The commission with special power established and started
its bloody activities, and by 1940, 37574 people had been punished.

Among the victims there were many people from art and literature such as S.Buyannemekh,
Shi.Ayush and S.Shagj who were executed and Ts.Damdinsuren and B.Rinchen who were imprisoned
and their works were destroyed.

In this period, activities of the Peoples’ Revolutionary Party dominéted to the role of Mongolian
literature, and proclaimed only a socialist realist method. During this period art and literature were the
voice of party and in the 1940s the edict 'Theory without conflict’ among writers was spread.

At the end of 1930, Mongolian literature in the 20" century started following the ideology of
one party and therefore lost its nature and formed formalism as well as stagnating its development.
The first meeting of Mongolian writers, which was held in 1948, criticized this period and emphasized
need to periodize.

CHAPTER FOUR

Renaissance of development of Mongolian literature in the 20" century
/From 1949 to1987/

The first meeting of Mongolian writers, which was held in 1948, criticized strongly the ‘Theory
without conflict'. ’

By the influence of this criticism, the view of literature had changed and during the 1950s
there had been restoration in the development of Mongolian literature in the 20" century. Following
this, the study of literature and criticiSm was activated.

At the end of the 1950s, critics argued about D.Natsagdorj's ‘Tear of Lambagua’ /Lambaguain
nulims/, Ts.Damdinsuren’s ‘Bull Gombo'/Bukh Gombo/ and Ch.Oidov's ‘The liar'/Dalan khudaich/.
These kind of disputes showed that a new period of development of literature was coming into being.
To be more clear, works with new mode, figure and imagery pushed forward to intensify literature
criticism. :

By the influence of this development Sh.Gaadamba wrote his ‘Brief theory of literature’/Utga
zohioliin onoliin tobch/ in 1958. This shows that study and criticism have brought about the
development of literature and vice verse, development of literature develops on the base of study and
criticism. After the 1960s was suitable to establish a new period of revival in the development of
Mongolian literature in the 20™ century.

We can see this revival in all genre of Mongolian literature starting from the 1960s until at the
end of the 1980s or 1987. Creations of Ts.Gaitav, B.Yabuukhulan, D.Purevdorj, B.Lkhagvasuren and
D.Urianhai are in poetry, S.Erdene, P.Luvsantseren, D.Myagmar, Ch.Lodoidamba, Z.Battulga,
B.Dogmid and J.Lkhagvaa are in epic poems, D.Namdag, L.Wangan, Ch.Chimid, E.Oyun, D.Batbayar
and S.Jargalsaikhan are in drama, which are well developed by their meaning and artistry.
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Judging from this, at the end of the 1980s Mongolian literature had developed intensively and
productively. At the 7" Meeting of Mongolian Writers it was emphasized that ‘We have gained much
success in poetry, epic poet and drama in the last five years’. In this conclusion five years are
mentioned but, in fact, it sums up the socialist realist literature of this period.

In April 1985, M.S.Gorbachev announced that ‘by the time one society will be replaced by
another society, which in turn will develop by this change and it's impossible for the socialist system to
exist any longer’ at the meeting of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. From this period, a crisis
in society, politics, art and literature sectors among socialist countries had started.

As a result of this, from 1986 to 1987 the change and renovation of sectors of Mongolian
socialist society, especially literature had been started. It shows that there is a possibility to periodize
this period as a part of the development of Mongolian literature in the 20™ century.

CHAPTER FIVE

Changing period of Mongolian literature in the 20" century
/From 1988 till 2000/

At the end of 1980 more specifically 1988, the introduction of change and renovation and its
nature in society, especially in the art and literature sector and the publishing in the newspaper of
“Literature and art’ and journal of “Glory” had begun. For example, to mention here, S.Bayasgalan
‘Coming change and renovation period' and S.Dulam ‘Pluralism is mental demand’ wrote their articles
in the newspaper of “Literature and art”.

This shows that a new period had come in Mongolian society and in Mongolian literature.
Therefore it's the beginning of another period of the development of Mongolian literature, which is
called ‘The changing period of Mongolian literature in the 20" century'.

On loosing the socialist system, there was the tendency ‘to establish a democratic and
humane society’, ‘to respect human rights’ and to honor literature freedom all over the world, therefore
the theory of literature and terms of writing had been broken down and the method opened
possibilities of free selection.

From this period Mongolian literature rejects the philosophical basis ‘art is the specific form of
social consciousness’, and tends to the philosophical concept of ‘art is the specific form of
consciocusness of an individual'. :

The period of perestroika and free thought came out after 1990, B.Galsansukh,
G.Badamsambuu, S.Anuudari and Ch.Munkhbayar, who were the new blood of old creative artists,
wrote their works by non-realist methods. This was a new appearance in the development of
Mongolian literature.

The revolution of democracy between 1980-1990 conditioned the developing of a non-realist
method in Mongolian literature.

This is a process that had an appearance which came out in its development rule of literature.
It opened possibilities to describe freely, forms and methods of writing from socialist realism, which are
politicized and ideologized in Mongolian literature.

In the mid 1990s, writers evaluated their works and started joining many schools such as
‘GUNU’, ‘Uulen tsetseg’ and ‘BISHUBI’ on the basis of their success and experience. This shows that
they were passing through the transmission period of the development of literature.

After defining the prospects and orientation and devoting labor the writers started creating
Mongolian literature in the mid of 1990. :

We can now see the development of Mongolian literature in the 20™ century and the
successes of old, experienced representatives and a new generations’ creations at the beginning of
the 21 century. This shows that the development of Mongolian literature in the 20" century is moving
into its next stage.
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At the beginning of the 21%' century favorable condition in the relationships of writing, theory
and history for Mongolian literature to develop further has been formed.

CONCLUSION

This monograph concludes by following the study of the Mongolian literature in the 20"
century which is reflected in the specific peculiarities of Mongolian tradition, customs, the way of life,
spirits and psychology: .

Firstly, the changes that occurred in both oral and written literature in the second half of the
19" century as well as the cultures and literatures of the neighboring countries influenced the early
development of the Mongolian literature in the 20" century.

Secondly, the Mongolian literature in the 20" century was not suddenly formed as the
consequence of the revolution of 1911 and 1921 but happened at the same time of the transfer from
the 19™ century to the 20™ century as a result of the historic rule of the Mongolian traditional literary
development. The literary renewal in the earlier period of the 20" century changed the traditionally
fixed methods of the Mongolian literature and was influenced cohesively by western and oriental
literature; hence; the Mongolian tradition was reinforced by new unique characters, illustrations,
methods, and styles that provided the favorable conditions to develop it further.

Thirdly, as a result of the revolution in 1921, the favorable conditions were set up in both
society and in the intellectual spirit of the public. This greatly influenced the equal and systematic
development of the Mongolian literature, particularly the basic three elements of literature.

Fourthly, the Mongolian literary development of the 20" century, particularly in the 30s and
60s, was reinforced by new styles in writing and styling and obviously achieved in these, including its
content and depiction which shows that a renewal in literature was formed.

Fifthly, although natural development of the literature somehow declined because of the
changes which occurred in the late of 30s in society, the talented new generation appeared in the
early period of the 1950s. Thus their efforts and other factors influenced the further development of
literature.

Sixthly, in consequence of the innovation since the late 1980s, free views, non-realist
methods and trends were formed and developed beside the traditional realist methods and trends.
This phenomena has arisen from the internal development of literature, releasing Mongolian literature
from the socialist realism, dominant in politicized and ideologized policy, and thus provided wide
possibilities of methods and forms to _iIIUstrate freely the spiritual choices in a new period.

Seventhly, the development of the Mongolian literature in the 20™ century can be classified
into 5 periods based on the research works done by the earlier researchers and scientists,
achievements in the latest theoretical thinking, the internal rule of the literary development and writing
features:

The earliest period of the Mongolian literature in the 20" century /from 1900 to 1920/
The development period /from 1921 to 1936/

The declined period of development /from 1937 to 1948/

The Renaissance of development /from 1949 to 1987/

The changing period /from 1988 till 2000/

OhwN >

~ Eighthly, the periods that form the features of the Mongolian literary development in the 20"
century did not appear suddenly but on the basis of the earlier periods and in connection with the
social and historic peculiarities of the country, the progress in the writers’ skills and achievement in the
writing. They were enriched with new subjects and styles and hence have their own forms and styles.

Ninthly, as the result of this study, it's clear that the periodization of Mongolian literature in the

20" century clarifies the beauty and value of the internal nature of literature from a historic point of
view. : ’ :
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Finally, it's concluded that Mcngolian literature in the 20" century is a literary complex
phenomenon with its own delicate that developed naturally in accordance with its rule. In addition to
this, we conclude that favorable condition for Mongolian literature to develop further have been
formed.

[YTH3NT

XX 3yyHbl MOHTOMbIH ypaH 30XMOfMbIH XONKMX UPC3H TYYX Hb ©OpUiItH racaH eBepMely apra
6apun, eHre Tepx, Ayp AYPCNaJ, ypaH CanxHbl XaM XaMkaar Gypayyix YagcaHaap oHON TYYXWIAH Har
Jdyxan cygnargaxyyH 6omkas. 3H3 xyrauyaaHA MOHION ypaH 30XWOfbiH Xenkun 6Gararyid 234pas
TEBOITOW 3ambIl TYYNbCHLIT OMOH Ypranby Y33an O3Nr3pCaH 3H3 yen cyaanraaHbl XypaaHg AaxuH
LUMH33p aBY y33x Gonomx bypaaag 6anHa.

YTra soxvon cyananbiH WWHXN3X YXaaH He ypaH 30XWMOMbiH XenKun XyBbcan, TYYHUNA
OHUIMOTMIAT FYH3TWIA Cygarnk, HWArAMXXCIH XyBb XYHUIA ambgpasrl OYH CaHaaH4 X3PX3H Heneenx,
TYYHWIA gang OuTyynar 934paa TOBOrTOH MOH YaHapbir SaX H33H WNpyynx Gairaar oHON, TYYXWiAH
YYAH33C CYyANaH WWHXWMK, HIrTMOH OYrHoX yxaaH GonWo. TwilmMa anmBaa ypaH 30XWOMbIH Xenkun
XYBLCMNbIH OHUMNOMUMAr eepesc Hb Xamaapax OnoH XY4YuH 3yRNUAH yyTran ayHg Hb HapuABdnax
TOAPYYNax Hb Yyxan iom. '

Ep Hb anuBaa WMHXMIX yXaaHbl cyAanraaHbl H3H TIPryyHWA 3opunro Gon cypanx baiiraa
3YWNUIAHX39 3y TOMMNbIr 368 OMK TOFTOOX ABdan Gadaraac yyasH XX 3yyHbl MOHrofbiH ypaH
30XMONbIH XOMNKITUIAH Ye LaTyyAbIr CYAANCHL yp AYHA A0OPX YHAC3H AYTHANT rapy 6aitHa.

HarayraspT., XX 3yyHbl MOHIOfbIH ypaH 30XWOMbIH XONKWAH ye WaThir Cy[ancHsl auacTt
ypaH 30XVOMNblH XONKNWAH Ye WaTyyabiH OHYMNOr Hb Uaaw yTraapaa ypaH 30XUOSbiH A0TOOZ MOH
yYaHap Aaxb roo CalxHbl YH3 U3HUIAT TYYX3H 3YIUH YYAHI3C NaBLIpyynaH Toapyynaxag Juyxasrn HeneeTait
B6onox Hb Xapargax 6aiHa.

XoéppayraapT., XX 3yyHbl MOHrofibiH ypaH 3oxuon 1911, 1921 oHbl XyBbCranbiH Heneereep
raHat 6uii GoncoH GUL, XapuH ynamxianT MOHFON ypaH 30XWONbIH XeMKITMAH 40TOOA Aaxb TYYX3H
3y TortneiH yp ayHA XIX 3yyHaac XX 3yyHA WHMKKAX WAMKUATTIA AaBxuaH 6uin 6omkaa. XX ayyHsl
3X3H YEUIiH ypaH 30XMONbIH WWHSTIAT MOHTONLIH YpaH 30XMOMbIH YNaMXianT TorTcoH apra 6apunsir
©6pUNITK, BPHEe AOPHB!I ypaH 30XUOIbIH ONONT aMXUNTLIF yxamcapTairaap XocnyynaH TycraH aBsu,
YHA3CHWIAX33 ynamknanbir canbaH, WWHI caprar, eBepmel COAOH Jyp Aypcnan, apra Sapun, Xan
Harpyynreir 6uil 6oNrocoH Laraac 6Aree xXypTan Xerkmk paxA3a 5 yHACIH ye WaThbil TYYJK MPCOH Hb
3HAXYy cyaanraaHs! yp ayHA xapargax 6aina.

IF'ypaBayraapT., XX 3yyHbl MOHIONbIH YpaH 30XWON A4OTOOAQA00 HapuiAH 3yiA TOITONTOR ypaH
caiixHb!l JorL y3araan Haix, Tapxyy A0TOOA 3y# TOMTALIMXOO Aaryy asiHiiaa XenKkmk WPCIH Teaniryn,
Uaawmnsg 4 ynam 6onoscpoH xemkmnx 6yx TanbiH 10xupoo 1990 — 334 OHOOC 3puUMT3A Gypasx
3X3IK33.
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